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Press Release 
 

Jan-Willem Verhorst (CLAAS) elected new Chairman 
of the CEMA Technical Board  
 

Mario De Amicis (CNH) confirmed in the position of Vice-Chairman, completing 
the leadership team.  
 
Brussels, 28 October 2026  
 
 
The Technical Board of CEMA, the European Agricultural Machinery Association, has appointed a new 
leader. Jan-Willem Verhorst, Senior Vice President for Global Engineering of Tractors and 
Implements at CLAAS, was elected Chairman of the CEMA Technical Board. His mandate will last two 
years, renewable for a further two years.  
 
Mario De Amicis, CNH Industrial Italy CEO and Head of Medium and Specialty Tractor Product 
Engineering & Validation Manager at CNH, was confirmed as Vice-Chairman, continuing in this role 
alongside the newly elected Chairman.  
 
Mr. Verhorst succeeds Giovanni Esposito, Innovation Director at Argo Tractors, who has held the 
position since 2024 and will retire at the end of the year.  
 
Upon his election, Mr. Verhorst said: “European agricultural machinery manufacturers have a strong 
heritage and footprint in Europe. Like farmers, they are currently facing a major transformation driven 
by disruptive technologies and sustainability requirements. Fast, pragmatic European legislation is key, 
along with fewer and less fragmented national rules. The CEMA Technical Board plays an important 
role in developing and supporting standards and legislation, while also challenging proposals where 
necessary. It is an honour to be elected as Chairman, and I thank the Technical Board members for 
their trust. I will try to strengthen further collaboration between the Technical Board, CEMA members 
and national associations, so that we can make the best use of our shared expertise.”  
 
Mr. Verhorst is a mechanical engineer and has worked for CLAAS for the past 32 years, holding 
various positions, mainly in engineering and tractor management. He has been a member of the 
CEMA Technical Board for two years. With a Dutch-German family background, having lived in France 
for the past five years and now based in Germany, he brings a truly European perspective to his new 
role at CEMA. 
 
The Technical Board of CEMA brings together senior European industry experts from agricultural 
machinery manufacturers and national trade associations to discuss regulatory and technical aspects 
of EU legislation affecting the farm machinery sector. Its expertise helps define CEMA’s positions 
towards the European institutions, with the aim of ensuring that EU legislation maintains a balanced 
regulatory framework that supports the industry's innovation and competitiveness.  
 
– ENDS – 
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For further information, please contact:  

Enrica Belfiori – Communications Manager, CEMA  
Phone: +32 2 706 81 75  
Email: enrica.belfiori@cema-agri.org  
 
 

 
Ivo Hostens, CEMA Technical Director (left) and Jan-Willem Verhorst, CEMA Technical Board Chairman (right) 

 
 
 
 

ABOUT CEMA  
CEMA aisbl (www.cema-agri.org) is the association representing the European agricultural machinery industry. 
With 11 national member associations, the CEMA network represents both large multinational companies and 
numerous European SMEs active in the sector.  
CEMA represents about 1,300 manufacturers, producing more than 450 different types of machines with an 
annual turnover of about €40 billion and 150,000 direct employees. CEMA companies produce a large range 
of machines that cover any activity in the field from seeding to harvesting, as well as equipment for livestock 
management. 
For more information, please contact: 
 

  CEMA aisbl 
European Agricultural Machinery Industry Association 

Avenue de Tervueren 168 
BE-1150 Brussels  
Tel. +32 2 706 81 73 
secretariat@cema-agri.org 
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